Invited Guest Lecture on Gender Justice and the Law

The Women'’s Cell and the Department of Sociology, St. Xavier’s College, Ranchi, in collaboration with
the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), organised an invited guest lecture on the topic “Gender
Justice and the Law: Understanding the Legal Framework for Women’s Rights in India” on 3rd October
2026 at the Fr. C. De Brouwer Auditorium. The programme aimed to provide students with an academic
understanding of gender equality, women’s rights and the role of law in ensuring gender justice in
contemporary Indian society.

The event began with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and felicitation of the guests by the Principal,
Rev. Dr. Fr. Robert Pradeep Kujur, S.J., along with faculty members. In his address Principal observed
that positive social change is visible in society, citing the increasing celebration of the birth of daughters.
He noted that while laws for women’s protection and empowerment are essential, they must be
exercised with responsibility.

Dr. Anupama Bhargava, Coordinator of the Women'’s Cell, remarked that gendered change is underway
and stressed the need to understand evolving gender relations to foster equality and social awareness.

Prof. Ivana Chakraborty, Head, Department of Sociology, introduced the theme and highlighted that
gender justice should be understood not only as a legal concern but also as a sociological reality. She
emphasized the need to translate legal rights into lived social experiences.

The key speakers for the session were Dr. Vandana Singh, Advocate, Jharkhand High Court, and Dr.
Abhinav Gupta, Assistant Professor, National University of Study and Research in Law (NUSRL), Ranchi.
They deliberated on the constitutional and legal safeguards for women and the interplay between law,
society and social institutions.

The lectures were followed by an interactive Q&A session where students engaged with questions
related to equality, dignity, and the functioning of the legal system. The first session concluded with a
Vote of Thanks proposed by Mrs. Sandhya Bhengra, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,
followed by the National Anthem and a group photograph.

The second session featured student-centric activities including a Quiz Competition, a Skit on Gender
Equality, and “AD-ENTITY — Decoding Gender in Indian Advertisements.”
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